
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 
Spring 2023 

Administration 

Rochelle Park School District
August 29th, 2023



Purpose of ACCESS for ELLs Assessments

~ To comply with federal regulations implementing ESSA, all school districts in 
New Jersey were required to administer the ACCESS for ELLs language 
proficiency assessment to all ELLs in grades K–12 in the spring of 2023.

~ All students in grades K-12 identified as ELLs (including ELLs whose parents 
have refused services) in accordance with New Jersey’s ELL identification 
process are required to participate in the ACCESS for ELLs assessment. 

~ Results from the ACCESS for ELLs test administration are used in the 
calculation of schools’ and districts’ performance on the Progress to English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) indicator for ESSA school accountability.



Purpose and Use of ACCESS for ELLs Results
ACCESS for ELLs scores are used for: 

● Making decisions about whether students are ready to exit English language 
support services; 

● Decision-making for student placement into appropriate classes or groups for 
instruction, instructional planning; 

● Monitoring the progress that students have made in English language proficiency; 
and 

● Public reporting of English language learners’ (ELLs) progress toward English 
language proficiency and for Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) school accountability 
systems used to identify what schools need the most comprehensive and targeted 
support.



Spring 2023 Participation
GRADE # of Students Tested 2023

K 2

1 4

2 4

3 1

4 3

5 0

6 0

7 0

8 4



ACCESS for ELLs Overall Score Composition
A student’s overall score on the ACCESS for ELLs is calculated using individual domain 
scores: 
        ▪ 35% Reading + 35% Writing + 15% Listening + 15% Speaking = Overall Score

The overall score is also used in determining an ELLs exit status from the ESL program. 
        ▪ New Jersey’s Cut Score to Exit is composite score of a 4.5 overall.



Performance Standards

**Even if a parent has refused ESL 
services, if that student has been 
identified as an English Learner, then 
that student must be administered 
the ACCESS for ELLs annually until 
that student attains the State’s 
definition of English language 
proficient.  

In New Jersey, that is a score of 4.5 or 
above on the ACCESS test.



Overall Score Percentages by Proficiency Level
Entering
(Level 1)

Emerging
(Level 2)

Developing
(Level 3)

Expanding
(Level 4)

Bridging
(Level 5)

Reaching
(Level 6)

# of 
Students 
at Level

% of 
Total 

Tested

# of 
Students 
at Level

% of 
Total 

Tested

# of 
Students 
at Level

% of 
Total 

Tested

# of 
Students 
at Level

% of 
Total 

Tested

# of 
Students 
at Level

% of 
Total 

Tested

# of 
Students 
at Level

% of 
Total 

Tested

K 1 50% 1 50% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

1 1 25% 2 50% 1 25% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

2 1 25% 1 25% 2 50% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

3 0 0% 1 100% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

4 0 0% 1 33% 1 33% 0 0% 1 33% 0 0%

8 0 0% 0 0% 2 50% 1 25% 1 25% 0 0%



Achievement Levels 



Looking Ahead into 2023-2024 

➔ Continue to provide ELL services to students, 
K-8, through push-in and/or pull-out targeted 
instruction, based on individual student needs

➔ Extended School Day (Winter 2024)

➔ ACCESS for ELLs Testing in Spring 2024

➔ Summer Transition Program (Summer 2024)


